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MOUNTAI N RESCUE COVM TTE
ENGLAND AND WALES
I NCl DENT REPORT 1991

1991 again shows increases of both reported incidents and of fatalities on
our hills and moorl and: -

Sunmmar y 1991 1990 Aver age over |ast 10 years
I nci dent s 687 675 493
Fatalities 65 47 50
I njured 465 462 377

The increase of fatalities of rock/ice snow clinbing is the worrying
feature of the 1991 figures, there has been two fatalities and five
accidents causing injuries whilst "scranbling" which are included in the
rock/ice clinmbing nunbers. Mst of the scranbling accidents have occurred
to solo and often un-hel neted scranbl ers obviously preventative and
educational action is indicated, as also is action to reduce the fatalities
and injuries to our rock/ice clinbers.

It is also essential to still bear in mnd the fact that well over 50% of
fatal incidents are of the "non-mountain" type (39 in 1991).

The dramatic increase over the years of the involvenent of our English and
Wel sh teanms on "non-nountain" incidents appears to be related to the
fol | owi ng:

a) Teans are being requested and are of course responding to calls
for assistance by the Police, Social Services etc to give help
with their specialised transport when bad weather conditions
prevent Anbul ances etc reaching outlying areas to deal wth
energenci es, to assist on |localised searches in built up areas for
aged wanderers fromhospitals etc, or for nissing children - of
the latter, nost tragically, two requests fromthe Police to aid
in the search for missing children resulted in the two children
bei ng found murdered.

b) Teans are al so being called out nore frequently on false alarnms -
mostly with good intent. This increases the number of recorded
team cal |l outs.

c) The increasing nunbers of mountain bi kes, para/hang gliders
nmot or cycl e scranmbl ers on our fells and nobors have al so contributed
their accident figures to our totals. To date no fatalities have
been reported.

Injuries:-

The nunber of injured casualties has increased by about 33% over the past
10 years. One of the reasons put forward for this increase in team

i nvol vement has been that in the past people suffering mnor injuries
either got thensel ves, or were hel ped by passers-by, down for nedical help
- today with the increased, coverage and effectiveness of teans they are
being involved nore readily and in sonme cases by their attention have
prevented serious nedical conplications.
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MOUNTAI N RESCUE COVWM TTEE — ENGLAND & WALES

MOUNTAI N | NCI DENT REPORT 1991

TYPE Lake | NNE. | York | Md | Peak N. S. S.W |Total |Total |Total |Tota
Dist | Eng |Dales| Pen | Di st |Wal es|Wales| Eng | 1991 | 1990 | 1989 | 1982
ROK 26 | 4 2 1 16 | 11 | 0 10 | 70 | 87 | 61 | 40
Al G 30 | 4 2 1 16 | 11 | 0 10 | 74 | 81 | 63 | 44
(6) (2) (2) (1) | (11) | (4 (7 (4)
13 | o 0 0 1 4 0 0 18 3 5 4
aNP,\’/"B: % 16 | 0 0 0 2 4 0 o | 22 | 3 7 4
(1) (1) (2) (1)
120 | 12 | 12 | 3 18 | 38 | 3 8 | 214 | 243 | 229 | 105
FEA'-A-R ‘?A'-OKC'F'\'G 120 | 14 | 12 2 19 | a1 3 8 | 219 | 262 | 241 | 112
(13) | (1) (1) | (D (2) (1) | (18) | (14) | (21) | (10)
36 | 5 4 5 9 10 7 4 | 80 | 60 | 96 | 41
FE,\%V ‘?A'-NK'AR’\G 36 7 4 5 12 | 14 9 11 | 98 | 70 | 104 | 45
(3) (2) (1) (4) (2) (12) | (4 (7 (6)
6 0 0 0 1 3 7 2 19 | 34 | 36 | 26
?EQR@R'ES 6 0 0 0 6 7 8 4 31 | 34 | a4 | 38
(1) (1) (2) (4) | (3) (8) | (9)
SEARCHES 31 | 13 | 5 5 6 | 25 | 15 | 25 | 125 | 101 | 104 | 86
NON INJURED | 43 | 54 | 12 8 10 | 41 | 48 | 46 | 262 | 216 | 263 | 213
CRAGFAST 38 | 0 1 0 17 0 2 58 | 19 | 27 | 16
UNHURT 41 | o 2 o | 33 | o0 3 79 | 26 | 43 | 22

4 | 103 | 133 | 49 | 32
10 7 8 8 4 86 | 132 | 51 | 46
) | () | (D) | (3 | (2 | (1) (18 | (21) | (12) | (13)

NON- MOUNTAI N | 26 19

0

0
25 19 7 13 11 11 13
4
(4) (3) (1

TOTAL

| NG DENTS 295 53 30 28 62 119 45 55 687 | 675 | 607 | 350
TOTAL

FATALI TI ES 27 4 4 4 5 13 6 3 65 a7 55 42

TOTAL | NJURED| 208 40 18 18 51 72 22 34 465 | 462 | 455 | 249

PECPLE
| NVOLVED 318 98 34 28 71 159 76 86 870 | 835 | 524 | 524
HELI COPTER
RESCUE 27 3 NR 2 4 62 3 2 103 101 90 38
SEARCH 19 8 NR 1 6 19 10 6 69 36 32 13
SARDA 33 13 3 6 8 28 8 13 112 96 78 35

Ski-ing — 2 injured in 1991

The top figure is the nunber of incident, the mddle figure the people
i nvol ved and the bottomfigure (in brackets) the fatalities.
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FREQUENCY CF I NDUR ES -

ENGLAND AND WALES 1991

Fel |
Tvpe Fel | |wal ki ng| Rock Snlc::vg:/ Non- |Totals|Totals|Totals|Totals|Totals|Totals
yp Vel ki ng| Snow /”(Qi b’ gy ;e oIMount ' n| (1991 | 1990 | 1989 | 1988 | 1987 | 1986
I ce
Lower Leg/ Foot 80 14 11 5 7 117 152 128 97 97 94
Upper Leg 28 5 6 1 3 43 43 29 27 28 13
Pel vi s/ Spi ne 6 1 8 2 3 20 20 23 16 12 13
Chest 3 0 0 0 1 4 12 5 9 9 5
Back
- Bruising 4 0 0 1 1 15 18 8 9 13 14
- Fracture 1 0 0 1 1 3 3 6 4 7 5
I nt ernal 1 1 2 0 1 5 4 9 9 6 5
Ar i Shoul der 8 2 5 1 9 25 16 22 21 16 12
Head - Fatal
No Hel et 3 2 4 1 3 13 5 1 8 10 3
Hel met Worn 0 2 4 0 0 6 3 14 4 3 15
Head | njury
No Hel et 13 6 11 3 7 40 36 14 9 15 16
Hel met Wrn 0 0 5 2 0 7 7 29 29 0 28
Ml tiple
Abr asi ons 2 3 2 1 2 10 8 11 8 8 7
Exhaust i on
- Sunmer 19 0 0 0 0 19 31 33 22 21 24
-W nter 11 2 0 0 0 13 7 9 9 19 5
Hypot herm a Fat al
- summer 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 3
- Wnter 3 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 2 3 2
Hypot herm a - Non-
Fatal — Sunmmer 9 0 0 0 3 12 16 20 11 26 12
- Wnter 11 9 0 0 2 22 11 14 10 20 24
Heart Attack
_ Fat al 24 2 0 0 0 26 13 20 17 18 20
- Non Fatal 10 3 0 0 0 13 6 7 10 20 24
I'll ness 28 2 0 0 4 34 33 29 27 30 21
Dr owni ng 0 0 0 0 5 5 4 1 6 4 4
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Mount ain Rescue Committee

Mai n Causes of Accidents — England and Wales 1991

Causes 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986
Slip Foot wear good 128 132 108 85 75 61
i
Fel I W&l ki ng
Foot wear poor 103 122 94 59 64 56
gl | Vel | Equi pped 11 10 11 17 9 17
I'p
Snow/ | ce ]
Poorly Equi pped 5 6 8 17 8 24
o Roped 22 17 17 15 20 13
Falls - Rock dinbing
or Abseiling
Sol o 25 22 23 19 19 11
Roped 4 3 4 4 2 3
Falls — Snow /Ice
d i mbing or Abseiling
Sol o 4 1 1 6 3 5
C i nbi ng 12 17 14 9 10 8
Bel ay / Runner Failure
Absei |l i ng 4 2 1 6 5 1
Rock Fal | 6 6 7 13 9 7
Aval anche 5 0 7 5 0 5
Fat al 27 14 20 NR NR NR
Col | apses (Medi cal)
Non- f at al 11 37 36 NR NR NR
) April — Cctober 100 118 118 133 168 139
| nexperience, |gnorance
or I nconpetence Factors
November - March 55 68 73 78 70 57
Sui ci de 13 7 10 5 3 3
At t enpt ed Sui ci de 5 8 11 4 7 4
Non- f at al 88 132 51 45 51 30
Non- Mount ai n Causes
Fat al 18 21 12 12 12 11
Li ghtening Strike 0 0 0 2 0 0
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