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Mountain Rescue Committee

Engl and and Wl es

I nci dent Report 1992

The increasi ng number of accidents and incidents involving our Wl sh and
English teams over the past years continued in 1992 with a 19% i ncrease

over 1991, i.e. over the last 10 years
I nci dent s Fatalities I njured Total People Invol ved
1982 350 42 249 524
1987 504 50 423 700
1992 819 62 582 998

Over the past seven years since | took over as the Incident Reports

O ficer fromTom Redfern there has been, every year, an increase in the
i nvol vement requested (and of course willingly given!) fromthe Police
and other authorities to assist in the |ocal searches for confused

el derly patients gone wandering from hospital or nursing homes, road
accidents, searching for threatened suicide cases etc. Al so the

i ncreasi ng nunber of nountain biking and hang gliding accidents are al so
tending to inflate the incident totals. 1992 showed a very wel cone
reduction in rock/ice/snow clinmbing fatalities, these at four were stil
too many but nine | ess than 1991.

Anot her feature in the 1991 reports was the increased percentage of
injuries of minor categories, again this appears to illustrate that our
teans are being increasingly appreciated and invol ved.

The ot her disturbing feature in 1992 was the nunber of fatalities with head
injuries and "no hel nets" worn.

This being ny last year’s report may | thank teans, areas and officers for
the kind help over the eight years.

Suggest that with a change of office that it could be an opportunity to
have a detailed, fresh | ook at the incident reports nethod, procedure and
perhaps a much nmore positive utilisation of the |essons and information
arising with a national and increased acci dent prevention publicity
canpai gn. Wth best wi shes to David Noott

Bryan Stilling

v \:\.

SN
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MOUNTAI N RESCUE COMM TTEE ENGLAND AND WALES - MOUNTAI N | NOI DENT REPORT 1992

TYPE Lake | N.E. | York Md Peak [North|South| S.W |Total | Total | Total | Total | Tota

Di st Eng |Dales| Pen | Dist |Wales|Wales| Eng | 1992 | 1991 | 1990 | 1989 | 1982

20 19 | 14 67 | 70 | 87 | 61 | 40

ARG 21 | 5 3 Vol s | 13| o S | 67 | 74 | 81 | 63 | a4

(1) (1) (1) (3) | (11) | (4 (7 (4)

1 ] ] ] ] X ] 2 18 3 c 4

SNOW | CE CLI MBI NG 1 - - - J 1 ; J 2 22 3 > A
(1) (1) (2) (1)

141 | 11 | 16 4 18 | 37 5 | 242 | 214 | 243 | 229 | 105

o WELTe 151 | 12 | 15 3 16 | 32 | 13 | 10 | 250 | 219 | 262 | 241 | 112

(12) | (1) (1) (1) (2) (6) (2) | (25) | (18) | (14) | (21) | (10

FELL VALK NG S 7l 3 | 4 |||t 2 | 197 o8 | %0 | 08| 45

NOV / MAR 3 4 1 7

(1) (2) (1) (2) (6) | (12 | (4 (7 (6)

SEARCHES 5 1 . 6 4 4 4 4 | 28 | 19 ] 34 1 36 | 26

| NJURED 15 1 - 6 6 4 2 6 40 | 31 | 34 | 44 | 38

(1) (1) (4) (3) (8) (9)

SEARCHES 26 | 16 5 12 | 17 | 25 | 40 | 25 | 166 | 125 | 101 | 104 | 86

NON- | NJURED 31 | 27 6 19 | 23 | 53 | 74 | 54 | 287 | 262 | 216 | 263 | 213

CRAGFAST 16 ] ] ] 4 15 1 4 40 | 58 | 19 | 27 | 16

UNHURT 21 - - - 5 30 2 5 65 | 79 | 26 | 43 | 22

74 | 24 4 10 | 12 | 16 | 11 | 10 | 161 | 103 | 133 | 49 | 32

NON- MOUNTAI N 24 | 16 3 6 10 | 11 8 14 | 93 | 8 | 132 | 51 | 46

(2) (6) (1) (3) (2) (3) (3) (4) [(124) | (18) | (21) | (12) | (13)

TOTAL | NGl DENTS 339 | 63 | 31 | 37 | 91 | 124 | 67 | 58 | 810 | 687 | 675 | 607 | 350

TOTAL FATALI TI ES 17 9 2 4 6 12 4 6 60 | 65 | 47 | 55 | 42

TOTAL | NJURED 286 | 38 | 24 | 20 | 70 | 72 | 22 | 46 | 578 | 465 | 462 | 455 | 249

PECPLE | NVOLVED 355 | 78 | 32 | 40 | 104 | 167 | 102 | 111 | 998 | 870 | 835 | 524 | 524

HELI COPTER - RESCUE | 31 | NR 3 3 5 20 6 4 72 | 103 | 101 | 90 | 38

- SEARCH | 15 | MR 1 6 5 50 | 14 | 11 | 111 | 69 | 36 | 32 | 13

SARDA 30 | 11 2 13 6 20 | 16 | 16 | 123 | 112 | 96 | 78 | 35

The top figure is the nunber of incidents, the nmddle the people and the bottomis fatalities
(brackets)
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( REPCRTED)

FREQUENCY CF INJUR ES - ENGAND AND WALES 1992

Fel |
Tvpe Fell |Walking| Rock | Snowlce| Non- |Totals |Totals | Totals |Totals | Totals
yp Wl ki ng| Snow / ([Ainb’ g| Ainb g |Munt' n| 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988
I ce
Lower Leg/ Foot 132 24 12 3 13 184 117 152 128 97
Upper Leg 30 8 5 1 6 50 43 43 29 27
Pel vi s/ Spi ne 9 0 6 1 2 18 20 20 23 16
Chest 3 0 2 0 0 5 4 12 5 9
Back
- Bruising 6 1 5 1 2 15 15 18 8 9
- Fracture 1 0 4 0 3 8 3 3 6 4
I nt ernal 2 0 5 0 1 8 5 4 9 9
Ar i Shoul der 12 7 8 0 2 29 25 16 22 21
Head - Fatal
No Hel et 9 2 2 0 2 15 13 5 1 8
Hel met Worn 0 0 2 0 0 2 6 3 14 4
Head | njury
No Hel et 22 10 9 0 2 43 40 36 14 9
Hel met Worn 0 1 6 0 0 7 7 7 29 NR
Ml tiple
Abr asi ons 3 1 1 0 9 14 10 8 11 8
Exhaust i on
- Sunmer 20 0 0 0 3 23 19 31 33 22
-W nter 8 2 0 0 0 10 13 7 9 9
Hypot herm a Fat al
- Sunmer 1 0 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 0
- Wnter 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 2 0 2
Hypot herm a - Non-
Fatal — Sunmer 20 0 0 0 3 23 12 16 20 11
- Wnter 19 7 0 0 4 30 22 11 14 10
Heart Attack
~ Fat al 25 3 0 0 0 28 26 13 20 17
- Non Fatal 12 2 0 0 0 14 13 6 7 10
Il ness 28 7 1 0 3 39 34 33 29 27
Dr owni ng 1 0 0 0 4 5 5 4 1 6
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Mountain Rescue Committee
Mai n Causes of Accidents — Engl and and Wal es 1992

Causes 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988
i Foot wear good 149 128 132 108 85
I'p
Fel I W&l ki ng
Foot wear poor 102 103 122 94 59
o | Wl | Equi pped 14 11 10 11 17
I'p
Snow/ | ce ]
Poor |y Equi pped 8 5 6 8 17
. Roped 16 22 17 17 15
Falls - Rock dinbing
or Abseiling
Sol o 13 25 22 23 19
Roped 3 4 3 4 4
Falls — Snow /lce
Climbing or Abseiling
Sol o 2 4 1 1 6
i mbi ng 17 12 17 14 9
Bel ay / Runner Failure
Absei | i ng 5 4 2 1 6
Rock Fal | 8 6 6 7 5
Aval anche 2 5 0 7 5
Fat al 26 27 14 20 NR
Col | apses (Medi cal)
Non- f at al 48 11 37 36 NR
. April — Cctober 91 100 118 118 133
| nexperience, |gnorance
or Inconpetence Factors
Novenber - March 53 55 68 73 78
Sui ci de 4 13 7 10 5
At t enpt ed Sui ci de 8 5 8 11 4
Non- f at al 93 88 132 51 45
Non- Mbunt ai n Causes
Fat al 24 18 21 12 12
Li ghtening Strike 0 0 0 0 2
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| KAR TYPE CALL- QUTS AND ACCI DENT STATI STI CS

COUNTRY — ENGLAND AND WALES

NUMBER OF AREAS — 8

NUMBER OF TEAMS — 68 ( EST)

NUMBER OF ACTI VE TEAM MEMBERS — OVER 1 500 ( EST)

SEARCH DOGS — NOT RECORDED BUT CALL-OQUTS 1992 | NVOLVI NG SEARCH DOGS WAS 123

OCCASI ONS
Cat egory I nci dents Peopl e
Fat al 0
Ski -ing 0 I nj ured 0
Uni nj ured 0
Fat al 0
Al pine Terrain 0 I nj ured 0
Uni nj ur ed 0
Fat al 2
égﬁlanche / Rock 10 I nj ur ed 8
Uni nj ured 0
Search for Fatal !
M ssi ng Peopl e 71 I nj ured 11
Nov to March Uni nj ur ed 97
Fat al 3
Rock C i nbi ng 67 I nj ured 64
Uni nj ured 0
Fat al
Ice Cinbing 2 I nj ured
Uni nj ur ed
Fat al 31
Hi king Terrain 322 I nj ured 367
Uni nj ured 350
Search for Fatal 0
M ssi ng Peopl e 123 I nj ured 29
Apr to Cet Uni nj ur ed 190
Fal se Al arms 75 (est.)
Total Nunber of Call-outs 810
Hel i copters invol ved 183
Total Nunber Rescued 989
Total Nunber Rescued with helicopter assistance 200 (est.)
Nunber of Call-out Hours 3 000 (est.)
Nunber of Rescuers Invol ved 5 500 (est.)
Total Fatalities (incl. Non-mountain) 60
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